Jim Nabors, star of TV’s 
‘Gomer Pyle,’ dies at 87. ....: 
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Freehold Borough senior QB Ashante Worthy, who one recruiting analyst calls “one of the best players yow re ever going to see at the 


high school level,” leads the Colonials against Long Branch in the Central Jersey Group 4 state championship on Saturday. 
Andrew Mills, NJ Advance Media for The Star-Ledger 
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He has accounted for 10 touchdowns in a single game — TEN! He already 


has broken or matched state records for touchdowns and combined yards 


in a season. And it’s a virtual lock this weekend that Ashante Worthy will 


become the first player in New Jersey’s rich football history to throw and 


rush for more than 2,000 yards in a single season. 


“He’s one of the best players you’re 
ever going to see at the high school level 
in Jersey and in any other state,” said 
Chris Melvin, a local recruiting analyst. 
“Tve seen great quarterbacks and I’ve 
seen great running backs — and he’s a 
combination of both. That’s a rarity.” 

Despite doing things on the football 
field people swear they’ve never seen 
before, Worthy, a senior quarterback 
at Freehold Borough High, isn’t sure 
where he will play college football next 
year. 

In fact, you’re more likely to find 


him watching Disney movies at home with 
his two young daughters than rummaging 
through recruiting mail. 

So who is Ashante Worthy and how did he 
end up being the best football player in New 
Jersey still looking for a school next year? 

Well, that’s complicated. 

Saturday, Worthy, 19, gets one more 
chance to make an impression on the grand- 
est stage when he leads upstart Freehold 
Borough into the Central Jersey, Group 4 
title game against Long Branch at Rutgers. 

Freehold had entered the playoffs as the 
SEE WORTHY, 8 
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4.1 quake 
left some 
in N.J.a 
bit rattled 


Centered in Delaware, 
temblor had heads shaking, 
but seemed to do no damage 


Kelly Heyboer and Ted Sherman 
For The Star-Ledger 


An earthquake centered 6 miles 
east-northeast of Dover, Delaware, hit the 
Mid-Atlantic region late Thursday after- 
noon, shaking buildings and people, but 
causing no obvious damage. 

It was the biggest tremor to strike the 
East Coast in six years. 

The moderate earthquake, which the 
U.S. Geological Survey measured at a mag- 
nitude of 4.1 on the Richter scale, was felt 
by residents in New Jersey, including the 
Jersey Shore. Social media users in several 
states reported feeling the quake. It was 
also felt in New York City and Baltimore. 

Workers in Atlantic City reported feeling 
their offices shake around 4:47 p.m. 

Six people in Salem County, though, 
barely noticed the quake, describing the 
shock wave as a truck or large vehicle 
SEE QUAKE, 2 


Despite critics, 
GOP’s $1.5T tax 
bill gains steam 


Erica Werner, Mike DeBonis 
and Damian Paletta Washington Post 


The Republican plan for a massive tax 
overhaul steamed toward Senate passage 
on Thursday, even as a nonpartisan con- 
gressional scorekeeper said the plan would 
fall short of GOP claims that it would pay 
for itself. 

A Joint Committee on Taxation analy- 
sis released Thursday afternoon, after sen- 
ators had already taken initial votes on the 
bill, concluded the bill would add $1 trillion 
to the national deficit over a 10-year period, 
even after the economic growth the bill is 
projected to create is taken into account. 

The new tax revenue from that growth 
would offset only about a third of the plan’s 
cost, the analysts found. 

SEE TAXES, 6 


Inside: Murphy to “tear up the floorboards” 
in opposition to the GOP tax plan. Page 15 
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